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1 MI writing to sxcgreas my apposition t o  that gostion of the 
FQderal Telecommunlcatlma Act Of 1996 which allows single 
ownership of aa many as e i g h t  radio atations In one market. 

In 1997 and 1998 I fnvestigated the purchatsc of an F.M. radio 
station In the  urban West Coast marketa,  Z attended three mlor 
I n d w t r y  convantlons and ~ubeeribed to and read 8 variety of 
industry p u b l i c a t h n s ,  I hmd the assistance of an individual who 
had worked i n  the business for 5 0  year&, 

What I learned includes: four  cmganlea 01sn 90% of the F.M. 
coverage for urban markets over 500,000 l i ~ t e n a r s .  Please read 
this sentence w a f n  to be certain that you underBtand. To put it 
slmigly,  Ted Turner and three of h i a  peers control what you, I, our 
children and our neighbors' children Listen to, throughout the 
e n t i r e  United gta tos .  

M u a i c . i a  selected through demographic test  listening by a few muaic 
survey cornganieB who then sell their survey results to the majar 
players  or who are in €ac t  omad by t he  majors. This insures that 
we pet  , t h e  &am0 blbnd,  f r o ~ - t ) l e T p o ~ k e t b o ~ k - n ~ t - f r ~ - t h ~ - h ~ ~ r t ~  
c m e r c i a l - l y - t e s t e d  "product" over and d v ~ r  again + This  includes 
advertising and m w 8 .  

Because of economies of scale and increased competition brought 
about by t h i s  ownership deregulation, F . M ,  a tg t lon  prices have 
tripled, quadrupled and beyond. The company 1 regrosented did no t  
purchase a statlon bacauae grfcea wer0 8 0  high rhat a reasonable 
S C O P O ~ C  raturn was u n l i k e l y  for a single-station owner. 

The result i s  a cultural melting got which discourages diverairy 
und f i l t e r s  creativity. Programming i s  determined by a few mcga- 
own~r$ and, ultimately, by large-market demographic tesring. 



Josephine Baker 
Fred McDoweLl 
John Fahay 
Lydia Mendoza 

Ask a musicoligist or a music histarlab and I th ink you will find 
that  thew w e r ~  some or the mare signltlcant papular mwkclans of 
this century - -  whose work haa baen enllecred by the Library ' o f  
Congrass and appreciated by callactors throughout _.le world. Our 
na t ion  w i l l  mvar hear their music on radio, 

If we g r t s m  t h a t  radio does not have the role of  educating or 
ImgrOVing the populace, then t h i 8  i s  acceptable. T h e , d m e i &  l a  
that our m u i c  culture is being reduced to its lawest: common 
denominator by centralized control.  Radio audienes are excluded 
frwm the broad spectrum of beaut l fu l  muaic 8nU wergmwered by a 
narrow band of "market-approved" muaic, I suppose t h i s  1 B  pert of 
"the dwnb&ng down" of merits, 

I do mt intend to Impose my m u l c a l  tastes or t h e  tdsees of t h e  
t h e  Library of Congress on others, but ,  c0hvsn;aaly neither myaelf, 
the  curators of the Library  of Cangrass, nor nost h e r l e a n s  w a n t  
the  market - tes tea, lmes t -cmon-dcnomInator taetea Qf four large 
corporatlons imgogicd on t h m .  

. .  

Because of t h i s ,  grass-rmt$ internet radio is burgeoning, 

But j u s - t  beCm6e a m  llstehets are creating an alternate mdim 
for diversity and guallty, does not m e a n  that  diversity and quality 
should continua to be denled most Americans on F.M. radio.  

I believe t h a t  tlm I$ showing and wLll show that the  deregulation 
of local radio ownemhip I s  having a s i g m i € k m t  adverae ef fect  gn 
the diversity. beauty and quality of our culture, 

The idea which triumphed wa8 mega-corgoration profit. The ldeb 
ahcarded was t h a t  the average citizen should hav4 easy bcceaa t o  
b b r o ~ d  spectrum of beauty and creativity. 

which i6 t h e  bet ter  idea? Sincerely, 

Michael L. Shoen 








